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Listing of Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) An isolated polypeptide s e l e ct e d from on e of th e groups 
consisting which is of: 

(a) an isolated polypeptide encoded by a polynucleotide comprising th e s e qu e nc e the sequence of 
SEQ ID NO:l; or 

(b) an isolat e d polypeptid e comprising a polyp e ptid e s e quence having at least 95% identity to th e 
polyp e ptid e s e qu e nc e of SEQ ID NO:2; 

(e) an isolat e d polyp e ptid e having at l e ast 95% id e ntity to th e polyp e ptid e s e qu e nc e of SEQ ID 

NO:2; and 

(4) (b) the an isolated polypeptide comprising the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2 and 
(e) fragm e nts and variants of such polyp e ptid e s in (a) to (d). 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended) The isolated polypeptide as claimed in claim l a comprising 
the polypeptid e an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) The isolated polypeptide as claimed in claim K consisting of 
the amino acid which is the polypeptide sequence of SEQ ID NO:2. 
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Claim 4 (Cancelled) 
Claim 5 (Cancelled) 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended) An expression syst e m vector comprising a polynucleotide 
capable of producing a polyp e ptid e of claim 1 wh e n of claim 13, wherein said expression vector is 
capable of producing the polypeptide encoded by said polynucleotide when is present in a compatible 
host cell. 

Claim 7 (Currently Amended) A recombinant host cell comprising the expression vector 
of claim 6. or a m e mbran e th e r e of e xpr es sing th e polyp e ptid e of an isolated polyp e ptid e s e lected 
from on e of th e groups consisting of: 

(a) an isolated polyp e ptid e e ncod e d by a polynucl e otid e comprising th e s e qu e nc e of SEQ ID NO: 
M 

(b) an isolat e d polyp e ptide comprising a polypeptid e s e qu e nc e having at least 95% identity to the 
polyp e ptide sequenc e of SEQ ID NO:2; and 

(c) and isolated polypeptide having at least 95% id e ntity to the polypeptid e sequence of SEQ ID 
NO:2; and (d) the polyp e ptid e s e qu e nc e of SEQ ID NO:2 and 

( e ) fragments and variants of such polyp e ptides in (a) to (d). 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended) A process for producing an isolated a seripancrin 
polypeptide , comprising: 

culturing a host cell of claim 7 under conditions sufficient for the production of said polypeptide. 
s e l e ct e d from on e of th e groups consisting of: 

(a) an isolated polypeptide encoded by a polynucleotide comprising the s e quence of SEQ ID NO: 
■H 
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(b) an isolated polypeptide comprising a polyp e ptid e s e qu e nc e having at least 95% id e ntity to the 
polyp e ptide sequ e nc e of SEQ ID NO:2; and 

(c) and isolated polypeptide having at least 95% identity to the polypeptide s e quence of SEQ ID 
NO:2; and 

(d) th e polyp e ptid e sequ e nc e of SEQ ID NO:2 and 

( e ) fragments and variants of such polypeptides in (a) to (d); 

comprising the step of culturing a host c e ll as defin e d in claim 7 und e r conditions suffici e nt for 
the production of said polypeptid e and r e cov e ring th e polyp e ptid e from th e cultur e m e dium. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) A fusion protein consisting of th e comprising an 
Immunoglobulin Fc-region and any on e polyp e ptid e a polypeptide of claim 1 . 

Claim 10 Previously Presented) An antibody immunospecific for the polypeptide of claim 
1. 

Claim 11 (Currently Amended) A method for screening to identify compounds that stimulate 
or inhibit the function or level of a seripancrin the polypeptide of claim 1 comprising a method selected 
from the group consisting of: 

(a) measuring or, detecting, quantitatively or qualitatively, the binding of a candidate compound to 
the polypeptide (or to the cells or membranes expressing the polypeptide) or a fusion protein thereof 
by m e ans of a lab e l dir e ctly or indir e ctly associat e d with th e candidat e compound ; 

(b) measuring the competition of binding of a candidate compound to the polypeptide (or to th e c e lls 
or m e mbran e s e xpr e ssing the polyp e ptid e ) or a fusion protein thereof in the presence of a labeled 
competitior competitor ; 
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(c) testing whether the candidate compound results in a signal generated by activation or inhibition 
of the polypeptide when expressed in a recombinant host cell , using det e ction systems appropriate to 
the cells or cell membranes expres s ing th e polypeptide ; 

(d) mixing a candidate compound with a solution containing a the polypeptide of claim 1 , to form a 
mixture, measuring activity of the polypeptide in the mixture, and comparing the activity of the 
mixture to a control mixture which contains no candidate compound; or 

(e) detecting the effect of a candidate compound on the production of mRNA encoding said 
polypeptide or said polypeptide in recombinant host cells, using for instance, an ELISA assay^-and 

(f) producing said compound according to biot e chnological or chemical standard techniqu e s. 
Claim 12 (New) An isolated polynucleotide which comprises: 

(a) a polynucleotide sequence encoding a polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence of 
SEQ ID NO:2, or 

(b) a polynucleotide sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 . 

Claim 13 (New) An isolated polynucleotide of claim 12, which comprises a polynucleotide 
sequence encoding a polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:2. 

Claim 14 (New) An isolated polynucleotide of claim 12, which comprises a polynucleotide 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 1 . 
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Claim 15 (New) An expression vector comprising a polynucleotide of claim 14, wherein 
said expression vector is capable of producing the polypeptide encoded by said polynucleotide 
when present in a compatible host cell. 

Claim 16 (New) A recombinant host cell comprising the expression vector of claim 15. 

Claim 17 (New) A process of claim 8, further comprising recovering the polypeptide from 
the culture medium. 

Claim 18 (New) A process for producing a seripancrin polypeptide, comprising: 

culturing a host cell of claim 16 under conditions sufficient for the production of said 
polypeptide. 

Claim 19 (New) A process of claim 16, further comprising recovering the polypeptide from 
the culture medium. 
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